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Abstract
Should jumps racing be banned? This paper examines print media coverage of the future of 
“jumps racing” in 21 Australian newspapers between February 2008 and December 2009, a 
period of intense debate over its future due to high-profile incidents of horse deaths, campaign-
ing by animal activists, and increased media coverage. In November 2009, Racing Victoria Lim-
ited banned jumps racing following the 2010 season but later opened the possibility of jumps 
racing in 2011 and beyond. The research finds that there is significant variation in support for, 
and opposition to, jumps racing in different newspapers; that there is sometimes a discrepancy 
between the perspectives of articles and letters on this issue; and the importance of jumps racing 
to particular small cities is reflected in the media coverage. While recent events and mounting 
public pressure may eventually contribute to the demise of steeplechasing and hurdling in 
Victoria, the termination of horse racing is not a foregone conclusion.
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Introduction

Jumps racing is a very controversial activity that sits in the spotlight of welfare 
and ethical debates about horse racing in general, and specifically, the use of 
whips (Evans & McGreevy, 2011) and the injuries and fatalities suffered by 
both jockeys and horses in jumps racing (Hitchens, Blizzard, Jones, Day, & 
Fell, 2011; Hitchins, Blizzard, Jones, Day, & Fell, 2009). These ethical 
debates are situated within the multidisciplinary research area of animal stud-
ies, which explores the crucial relationships between people and nonhuman 
animals (Birke & Brandt, 2009). In particular, animal cultural geography has 
provided a foundation for various overlapping issues that Anderson terms 
“more complex and animal-inclusive models of social relations” (1997, 
p. 481). Racing horses places demands on the animal, but the imposition of 
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jumps places an additional burden on racing horses, one that significantly 
increases the risk of injury and death ( Jones, 2008). Although they are very 
important, the ethical issues presented in these debates are beyond the scope 
of this paper and are the subject of a separate article. Despite the importance 
of jumps racing as an example of existing human-animal relations that inevi-
tably results in death and injuries to animals (being the only sport that has an 
acceptable death rate as a key performance indicator), there has been apparent 
disinterest in academic inquiry into this activity.

We attempt to rectify this omission by studying the media coverage of 
jumps racing at a particularly controversial period in its history in Australia. 
Our aims are to identify and explain the extent of media coverage of this issue, 
to highlight human-animal relations in this media coverage, and to consider 
the process and extent of changing attitudes in, and involving the use of, 
media. We emphasize the importance of media because most Australians do 
not attend jumps racing meetings, and it is probable that the majority of 
Australians have never seen a jumps race on-track. The media engagement 
with this activity is therefore crucial in shaping attitudes about human-animal 
relations.

We begin with a brief consideration of thoroughbreds within the context of 
human-animal relations, emphasizing the physical separation of humans and 
thoroughbreds and hence the importance of studying media representations 
of controversial issues such as jumps racing. We then explore the unique char-
acter of thoroughbred breeding and racing, within which jumps racing exists, 
and which in turn is impacted by what transpires in debates about the future 
of jumps racing. Third, we outline the methodology chosen to investigate 
jumps racing in Australia. We briefly document media and parliamentary cov-
erage of the slow decline and subsequent cessation of jumps racing in New 
South Wales (NSW), and in Tasmania between 1985 and 2007. The 2008 and 
2009 jumps racing seasons in South Australia and Victoria provide an impor-
tant context for the paper, offering the opportunity to explore media charac-
terization of human-nonhuman relationships, media coverage of jumps racing, 
and changing attitudes toward jumps racing. The paper concludes by ques-
tioning the inevitable demise of jumps racing and linking the future of jumps 
racing with that of all forms of thoroughbred breeding and racing.

Thoroughbreds within Human-Animal Relations

Horses have a “mixed” status in human-animal relations, being neither com-
pletely companion animal nor completely livestock and not used by humans 
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for a single purpose (Hausberger, Roche, Henry, & Visser, 2008). In previous 
centuries relationships between large animals (including horses) and humans 
in many cultures were more direct and involved frequent interaction, com-
pared with today (Gaynor, 2007; Wilbert, 2000). Most humans in developed 
countries now have less direct engagement with the actual animal yet can see 
images of animals in visual culture (Ito, 2008; Porter, 2006) and representa-
tions of horses in text. Admittedly, the representation of animals may favor 
some animals over others (Porter, 2006), although which animals are favored 
and how is debatable. The important question for this research is how media 
representations of animals may contribute to improved human-nonhuman 
animal relationships, given that the focus of a media article is often not the 
representation of animals. Rather, animals may frequently be represented as 
part of, or in opposition to, other issues and agendas.

The distancing of most humans from horses is particularly pronounced 
with thoroughbred breeding and racing, both because of the characteristics of 
the thoroughbred (fast, flighty) and because of the economic value of the ani-
mal and the activity, which has increasingly resulted in security arrangements 
that separate people and thoroughbreds (see McManus, Albrecht, & Graham, 
2011). As a result, most people’s knowledge of thoroughbreds is mediated. 
This is particularly the case for jumps racing in Australia, which occurs in only 
two of the six Australian states, is limited to the cooler months of the year, and 
often happens in regional centers outside the major cities.

Thoroughbreds, Tradition, and Jumps Racing 

Thoroughbred breeding and racing is a globalized industry that has con-
structed networks across much of the world, linked by electronic communica-
tions, long-distance air travel, and the movement of animals for the purposes 
of racing and breeding (McManus, 2008a, 2008b; Cassidy, 2002a, 2002b, 
2007; Robinson, 1996). To some degree, therefore, it is an industry where 
limited forms of innovation occur. However, such innovations are tempered in 
many ways by the importance of “tradition.”

Thoroughbred breeding and racing invoke “tradition” and the importance 
of “nature” in controlling reproductive practices. Tradition is important to 
thoroughbred breeders and many regular punters. In all jurisdictions, tradi-
tion means that the thoroughbred is bred “naturally.” The industry is unique 
in requiring “natural” conception and that the foal must be born from the 
womb in which he or she was conceived; artificial insemination, embryo 
transfer, and cloning are banned (Squires, 2009; Cain, 2004; Conley, 2002). 
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Tradition also has localized manifestations: it may involve the perpetuation 
of staying events (longer races) or the use of particular track surfaces or the 
existence of “jumps racing” (known as “national hunt” in the United King-
dom). While the geographical distribution of jumps racing is small in com-
parison to flat racing, and the prize money is generally much lower, jumps 
racing is important symbolically, culturally, and economically in particular 
countries, specific states, and particular towns.

Jumps racing with thoroughbreds takes two forms: hurdles and steeple-
chases (Duckworth, 2001). In 1752, the first steeplechase was run in Ireland 
as a point-to-point race. It soon became popular across Ireland, England, and 
France (Anonymous, 2007). Jumps racing currently takes place in 18 coun-
tries around the world, being most popular in Ireland, Great Britain, and 
France (see Table 1). The most valuable jumps race is the Nakayama Grand 
Jump in Japan, with prize money totaling US$1,893,000 in 2009.

Table 1. International Status of Jumps and Flat Racing 
in 2008 and 2009

Country Number of races (2008) Number of races (2009)

Flat Jumps Flat Jumps

Australia 17,065 146 19,326 112
Austria 62 1 59 0
Belgium 168 4 128 4
Czech Republic 350 173 364 184
France 4,660 2,194 4,730 2,212
Germany 1,515 58 1,433 41
Great Britain 6,128 3,366 6,254 3,374
Ireland 1,020 1,434 1,032 1,412
Italy 4,109 196 4,448 213
Japan 17,612 132 17,568 134
New Zealand 2,970 129 2,950 138
Norway 274 6 267 7
Russia 835 7 1,104 11
Slovakia 129 24 127 28
Sweden 629 20 634 24
Switzerland 171 51 168 46
USA 49,951 168 49,196 172

Source: International Federation of Horseracing Authorities (no date)
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In addition to requiring horses to jump fences, jumps races involve longer 
distances and heavier jockey weights than flat races. Steeplechases are generally 
longer than hurdle races and have varied forms of higher fences. From the 
2009 season in Australia onward, the minimum weight carried by a horse was 
64 kg, and the minimum distance for a jumps race was 3,200 m (Racing 
Victoria Limited, 2009a). Jumps racing has been in decline in Australia for 
many years, but as of 2011 it continues in Victoria and South Australia. 
Despite an announcement by Racing Victoria in late November 2009 that 
jumps racing would end in that state after the 2010 jumps season, seven weeks 
later its continuation into 2011 and beyond was made possible when Racing 
Victoria reversed this decision, contingent upon the industry meeting key per-
formance indicators. These included reducing the fall rate from 5 percent to 
3 percent of starters, halving the on-track death rate to 0.65 per cent of start-
ers, and a requirement that 80 percent of races must have no fewer than eight 
horses starting.

Methodology

This research followed three steps. First, a literature, Internet, and policy 
review of thoroughbred racing and breeding in Australia enabled the construc-
tion of a jumps racing time line. Second, a media analysis of key periods in 
jumps racing, as identified from the time line, was conducted (see Table 2). 
Third, a search was made through Victorian, South Australian, Tasmanian, 
and New South Wales parliamentary Hansards of relevant time periods. 

Table 2. Timeline of Jumps Racing in Australia

Date Event

1832 First jumps race in Australia: Sydney
1858 First feature race: Great Western Steeplechase in Coleraine, 

Victoria
1903* Last jumps race in Queensland
1931 Last steeplechase in Sydney
1941** Last jumps race in Western Australia
1942*** Last hurdle race in Sydney
1976 Victorian Labor Party makes it party policy to outlaw hurdling 

and steeplechasing
1976 RSPCA calls for end to all hurdling and steeplechasing in 

Victoria
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Date Event

1978 Formation of the Society for the Promotion of Jumping Events
1980s Annual jump race at Canberra Cup until 1988 
1980s Annual exhibition hurdle in Queensland
1984 Society for the Promotion of Jumping Events renamed the 

Australian Jumping Racing Association
1985-92 Annual exhibition hurdle race at Rosehill, Sydney
1990-91 Two annual jumps races at Eagle Farm, Brisbane
1991 Federal Senate Select Committee on Animal Welfare releases 

report that recommends banning all jumps racing on ethical 
grounds

1992 Jumps Racing Review Report, Victoria
1994 Most fatalities due to jumps racing in 20 years in Victoria 

provokes release of Victorian Jumps Racing Report
17/9/97 NSW bans jumps racing on ethical grounds through the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Amendment Bill
1998 Jumps Racing Report, Victoria
2001 Victorian Advocates for Animals begins campaign against 

jumps racing
2002 Panel review of jumps racing, Victoria
2005 Panel review of jumps racing, Victoria
2007 Tasmanian Jumps Racing Review
27/4/07 Tasmania ceases jumps racing on economic grounds
21/07/08 Review of jumps racing commissioned following Grand 

National Hurdle at Flemington, Victoria
29/09/08 Hurdle racing put on hold till end of season, Victoria
4/12/08 David Jones report on jumps racing in Victoria released— 

jumps racing to go ahead in 2009
7/5/09 Jumps racing in Victoria temporarily suspended after 

high-profile incident at Warrnambool carnival
18/5/09 Jumps racing resumes in Victoria pending end-of-season review
27/9/09 Jumps racing season ends in Victoria
27/11/09 Jumps racing is to be banned after the 2010 season in Victoria

 * Some sources place the end of jumps racing in Queensland in 1924.
 ** Some sources place the end of jumps racing in Western Australia in the 
1950s.
*** Some sources place the end of hurdling in NSW in 1941.

Table 2 (cont.)
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The jumps racing time line was refined by searching media coverage of jumps 
racing in the periods 1930-1934, 1940-1942 and 1969-1981 using Google 
news archives. Time line events relate to either the status of the jumps racing 
industry and/or the debates concerning the economic viability of the sport 
and issues of risk, safety, and ethics. Media coverage of four jumps racing 
events was examined in greater depth: the annual jumps racing demonstration 
at Rosehill, Sydney, between 1985 and 1992; the ban on jumps racing in 
NSW in 1997; the period leading up to the cessation of jumps racing in 
Tasmania in 2007, commencing at 2003; and the 2008 and 2009 jumps rac-
ing seasons in Victoria and South Australia. We focused on the 2008 and 2009 
seasons, given the high-profile incidents that occurred, the 2008 review of 
jumps racing in Victoria, and the increasing calls to ban the sport. The search 
period adopted—February 1, 2008 to December 18, 2009—included several 
weeks prior to and following the jumps racing seasons.

Relevant parliamentary Hansards were also searched for these four time 
periods. Victorian, NSW, and South Australian Hansards were searched 
between February 1, 2008 and December 18, 2009. In addition, 1985-1992 
and 1997 NSW Hansards and 2003-2007 Tasmanian Hansards were searched 
for mention of jumps racing.

The media analysis was developed from a number of previous studies on 
media coverage of environmental issues (Boykoff, 2008; McManus, 2000). 
Table 3 contains details of the newspapers chosen for review and analysis. 
Newspapers were selected according to scale and location in order to examine 
differences in coverage. The Australian was chosen as Australia’s main national 
daily newspaper. The daily newspaper(s) in each capital city was chosen. The 
Standard (Warrnambool) was chosen as the Victorian regional paper to be 
reviewed because Warrnambool is the largest regional center for jumps racing 
in Victoria and hosts a premier event—the Grand Annual Steeplechase. The 
Border Watch (published Tuesday to Friday) was selected as South Australia’s 
regional paper for three reasons: it is South Australia’s largest regional newspa-
per; Mount Gambier is an important regional jumps racing district; and the 
coverage of the newspaper includes areas in Victoria that hold jumps racing. 
The media analysis therefore included 12 daily, or almost daily, newspapers, 1 
weekend paper, and 8 Sunday newspapers. These Sunday newspapers ranged 
from continuations of the daily newspaper to a separate publication operated 
by a different company.

All but two newspapers were searched for jumps racing articles using a 
newspaper database. The Standard (Warrnambool) and The Border Watch were 
searched by accessing their online archives. These archives did not include let-
ters sent to the editor, whereas the newspaper database included all letters to 
the editor. 
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Stories selected included articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the editor and 
made reference to: corruption in jumps racing; high-profile incidents; the ethics 
of jumps racing; safety improvements in jumps racing; the economic and social 
impact of the industry on regional areas; and the decision-making processes 
associated with the status and future of the jumps racing industry. Stories that 
referred to the outcome of a race (unless there was a fall or fatality) or that pre-
viewed a race or a particular horse, jockey, owner, or trainer were not included.

Each relevant story was recorded by newspaper, date, and author. Articles 
were classified as “positive” when they explicitly or implicitly advocated jumps 
racing continuation, “neutral” when they simply described a relevant event or 
did not adopt a position on the continuation of jumps racing, or “negative” 
when they were explicitly or implicitly opposed to jumps racing. 

Table 3. Australian Newspapers Selected for Review and Analysis

Newspaper Scale Location Days

The Australian National Australia Mon-Fri
The Daily Telegraph Metropolitan Sydney Mon-Sat
The Sydney Morning Herald Metropolitan Sydney Mon-Sat
The Herald Sun Metropolitan Melbourne Mon-Sat
The Age Metropolitan Melbourne Mon-Sun
The Courier Mail Metropolitan Brisbane Mon-Sat
The Advertiser Metropolitan Adelaide Mon-Sat
The West Australian Metropolitan Perth Mon-Sat
The Canberra Times Metropolitan Canberra Mon-Sat
The Hobart Mercury Metropolitan Hobart Mon-Sat
The Standard (Warrnambool) Regional Warrnambool 

(Victoria)
Mon-Sat

The Border Watch Regional Mount Gambier 
(South Australia)

Tue-Fri

The Weekend Australian National Australia Saturday
The Sunday Telegraph Metropolitan Sydney Sunday
The Sun Herald Metropolitan Sydney Sunday
The Sunday Herald Sun Metropolitan Melbourne Sunday
The Sunday Mail Metropolitan Brisbane Sunday
The Sunday Mail Metropolitan Adelaide Sunday
The Sunday Times Metropolitan Perth Sunday
The Canberra Sunday Times Metropolitan Canberra Sunday
The Sunday Tasmanian Metropolitan Hobart Sunday

Sources: Fairfax Media, 2010; NewsSpace, 2010; Rural Press Sales, 2010; The Newspaper 
Works, 2010.
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Results

Jumps Racing in Australia

Jumps racing commenced in Australia in 1832 (see Table 2). It was popular in 
the 19th century. At different times throughout the 20th century, jumps rac-
ing faced economic, ethical, and political challenges to its place in Australian 
society. Jumps racing ended in Western Australia and Queensland primarily 
for economic reasons including small fields of competitors, a lack of competi-
tion (one horse wins easily), low gambling interest, and the potential for cor-
ruption, as riders deliberately fell off horses or failed to jump the fence so as 
not to win the race. In 1997, jumps racing was legally outlawed in NSW, 
although the last jumps race was run in 1992.

Jumps racing in NSW between 1985 and 1992

Jumps racing in NSW between 1985 and 1992 was researched by examining 
the Sydney Morning Herald coverage and the NSW Hansard. However, the 
NSW Hansard made no mention of jumps racing. Prior to 1985, the last 
jumps race took place in NSW in 1942. It recommenced on November 16, 
1985, at Randwick because of its entertainment value. However, it only took 
the form of an annual event, as the Sydney Turf Club never intended to 
reintroduce a jumps racing season (Steinhauer, 1986; Manning, 1985). Cov-
erage of jumps racing was explicitly positive except in those cases where a 
high-profile incident occurred in Victoria or the upcoming exhibition race 
at Rosehill was briefly previewed. Jumps racing was terminated by the 
Sydney Turf Club after the 1992 race because of an Australia-wide recession 
(Presnell, 1992).

Jumps Racing in NSW in 1997

In 1997 jumps racing was mentioned twice in the NSW Hansard. It first 
appeared as a component of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Amend-
ment Bill of 1997, which was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on June 19, 
1997, following proposed amendments made by the Democrat member of the 
Legislative Council, the Hon. R. S. L. Jones. The proposed amendments pro-
hibited steeplechasing and hurdle racing under maximum penalty of 250 pen-
alty units in the case of a corporation or 50 penalty units or imprisonment for 
six months, or both, in the case of an individual. These amendments were 
debated and passed by the Legislative Council on July 26, 1997. No reason 
was given for the amendment by the Hon. R. S. L. Jones, other than that it 
was supported by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 



282 D. Montoya et al. / Society & Animals 20 (2012) 273-293

The amendments were opposed by members of the National Party (a conser-
vative party with strong rural support) for several reasons: (1) horses love to 
jump, (2) steeplechasing and hurdle racing are not cruel, (3) more horses are 
hurt racing on the flat, (4) the racing industry should decide the matter, and 
(5) the legislative amendment could eventually lead to a ban on show jump-
ing. Of the four newspapers reviewed, this legislation was only covered in the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Sun Herald. Sydney’s other main newspapers—
the Daily Telegraph and the Sunday Telegraph—were positive in their coverage 
of jumps racing in other Australian states.

Jumps Racing in Tasmania between 2003 and 2007

On April 27, 2007, the Tasmanian Thoroughbred Racing Council (TTRC) 
decided to end jumps racing in Tasmania, although at least one club (Devon-
port) intended to lobby for its reintroduction. The sport, at this point, had 
already been in decline. Deloraine had run its last Tasmanian Grand National 
Steeplechase in 2004, and only six hurdle races were run at two venues (Delo-
raine and Spreyton) in the 2006-2007 season (Lemon, 2008). Only 19 indi-
vidual horses had run in these races, 7 of whom were Tasmanian. Victoria 
supplied the remaining horses as well as the brush hurdles. Off-track tote bet-
ting turnover on these events was one-third the average for flat races (Lemon, 
2008). The review, which commenced in March 2007, concluded that the 
Tasmanian thoroughbred industry should focus on flat racing in order to max-
imize returns to all participants and invest for the future (Tasmanian Thor-
oughbred Racing Council, 2007a). 

Media coverage of jumps racing for the years 2003 to 2007 in Tasmania was 
analyzed by examining the Hobart Mercury, the Sunday Tasmanian, and the 
Advocate, the latter only being available online after June 28, 2006. No men-
tion was made of the decision to end jumps racing in the Sunday Tasmanian, 
and the Advocate made mention of the review but not the decision. Six of 
nineteen Hobart Mercury articles mentioned the decision to end jumps racing, 
five of which were explicitly supportive of jumps racing and critical of the 
decision to end it. The Hobart Mercury also published a letter written in sup-
port of jumps racing after the decision to ax it. Eight of the nineteen articles 
were positive in regards to jumps racing. Of the eleven neutral articles, eight 
were concerned with corruption in jumps racing in the form of drugs, illegal 
betting, and accusations of deliberate interference with a horse ridden by a 
female jockey in a jumps race. The possible role of corruption in the decision 
to end the sport in Tasmania was not canvassed in the 2007 review.

Little insight into the decision to end jumps racing was derived from the 
Tasmanian Hansard between 2003 and 2007. Five of six results made mention 
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of the Grand National Steeplechase at Deloraine and its cessation after 2004. 
A question was put to the racing minister as to the relative costs and benefits 
of ending jumps racing, to which he replied that the decision was the respon-
sibility of the TTRC.

Jumps Racing in Victoria and South Australia, 2008-2009

By 2009, only Victoria and South Australia continued to hold jumps races. In 
2008 Victoria held 118 jumps races and South Australia held 24. In 2009, 
although 94 jumps races were planned for Victoria, only 77 were run, while 
South Australia again held 24 (Racing Victoria Limited, 2009b). The number 
of jumps races in Victoria decreased following implementation of recommen-
dations of a jumps racing review, which commenced prior to the end of the 
2008 Victorian jumps racing season and was released in December 2008. 
Table 4 identifies hurdle and steeplechase races in these two states during the 
2008 and 2009 seasons, during which a horse was killed.

Jumps racing is administered by Racing Victoria Limited (RVL) in Victoria 
and Thoroughbred Racing South Australia (TRSA) in South Australia. In 
addition, there exists a statutory jumps racing representative organization: the 
Australian Jumps Racing Association (AJRA) (Racing Victoria Limited, 
2009a). Prior to 2008, the RVL had conducted four internal jumps racing 
reviews. Modifications implemented as a result of these reviewed included 
limiting the season to the cooler months of the year, removing the last 
jump, changing the height and angle of jumps, and allowing jockeys to pull 
up horses that were clearly beaten and risked injury by attempting to complete 
the race. 

On July 21, 2008, midway through the jumps racing season, the RVL com-
missioned the first external jumps racing review, as the rate of fatalities to 
starters doubled that of previous seasons. Three additional factors were instru-
mental in bringing about this review. First, pressure from animal welfare 
groups for a ban on jumps racing grew as the number of fatalities increased. 
Second, a letter from the Victorian Racing Minister Rob Hulls to the RVL, 
which was sent to the media prior to being sent to the RVL on June 18, 
expressed concern over the number of fatalities and requested an update on 
the efficacy of safety measures implemented as a result of the 2002 and 2005 
reviews. Third, of 13 starters in the Grand National Hurdle run at Fleming-
ton, Melbourne, on June 28, 4 horses finished the race, and 2 horses were put 
down on the track. The 2008 review was the most comprehensive to date. An 
independent retired judge was appointed to lead the inquiry. The review con-
cluded that jumps racing could continue in 2009 on the condition that review 
recommendations were implemented ( Jones, 2008).
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Table 4. Victorian and South Australian Jumps Races in which a Horse 
Died: 2008 and 2009

Date Race Location 
(Victoria unless 

shown 
otherwise)

Distance 
(m)

Horse Who Died

2008
Mar. 11 Whalers Inn 

Steeplechase
Warrnambool 3,450 Silver Bonanza

Apr. 8 Maiden Hurdle Pakenham 2,800 Victory Sweep
Apr. 12 Maiden Hurdle Hamilton 3,000 Shades of Dane
May 1 Grand Annual 

Steeplechase
Warrnambool 5,500 Poker Face

May 4 The Shu Hurdle Sandown 3,000 Force Nine
May 16 EST Plenary Group 

Steeplechase
Mount Gambier, 
South Australia

3,400 Captain Butler

June 22 Harvey World Travel 
0-125 Hurdle

Casterton 3,000 Turbo Charged

June 23 Open Hurdle Trial Cranbourne 2,400 Aussie Humor
June 28 Grand National Hurdle Flemington 4,300 Charted, Eveready
July 26 Hiskens Steeplechase Moonee Valley 3,700 Spanish Symbol
Aug 27 bookiesonline.com.au 

Hurdle
Moonee Valley 3,224 In Detention

2009
Apr. 25 Open Hurdle Trial Cranbourne 2,800 Shrogginet
Apr. 25 Motorlab Pty Ltd 

Hurdle
Morphettville, 
South Australia

3,200 Taken At The 
Flood, Woolzone

Apr. 26 Steve Brindle Quality 
Hurdle

Yarra Valley 3,200 Hanging Rock

May 6 Galleywood Hurdle Warrnambool 3,200 Pride of Westbury
May 7 Sovereign Resort 0-117 

Hurdle
Warrnambool 3,200 Hassle

May 7 Grand Annual 
Steeplechase

Warrnambool 5,500 Clearview Bay

June 13 Australian Hurdle Sandown 3,400 Crying Storm
June 20 Ted Best Hurdle Moonee Valley 3,200 Whatsourgo
July 25 Hiskens Steeplechase Moonee Valley 3,700 Geeorb
July 28 Open Hurdle Trial Warrnambool 2,400 Dark Disguise
July 29 The Shu Hurdle Sale 3,250 All Square
Aug. 2 WestVic Insulation 

Open Hurdle
Warrnambool 3,236 Rough Night

Aug. 19 Irish Day Hurdle Morphettville,
South Australia

3,200 Keepara Lass
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Despite the implementation of the 2009 review’s safety recommendations, the 
fatality rate increased in 2009. On May 7, 2009, the RVL temporarily sus-
pended jumps racing in Victoria and called for an urgent review of the future 
of jumps racing. This occurred due to the death of three horses at the famous 
Warrnambool May Carnival in early May. Although jumps racing resumed on 
May 18, it had been put on notice by the Victorian racing minister, and an 
end-of-season review was planned. As a result of this review, on November 27, 
2009, the RVL decided to ban jumps racing after the 2010 season. (This deci-
sion was reversed with conditions in early 2010.) The RVL proposed to have 
a transition season in 2011 during which high-weight races (without jumps) 
would be run in place of jumps races. It also planned to invest $1 million in 
the Warrnambool May Carnival in order to establish it as a three-day flat rac-
ing carnival. The decision was made for three reasons: (1) horse and jockey 
safety, (2) the negative impact of jumps falls and fatalities on the image of rac-
ing, and (3) declining jumps racing economic indicators. 

Jumps Racing in Victoria and South Australia, 2008-2009: Media Coverage

Coverage of jumps racing in the 2008 and 2009 seasons in Victoria and South 
Australia was investigated through analysis of 12 daily newspapers and 9 Sun-
day papers. The amount of coverage varied according to the scale and proxim-
ity of the newspaper to jumps racing states. Table 5 breaks down the coverage 
of jumps racing into articles and letters by year. Of the daily papers, coverage 
only decreased between 2008 and 2009 in the Courier Mail, whereas three 
Sunday papers had less coverage in 2009 than 2008—the Sunday Herald Sun, 
the Sunday Mail and the Sunday Tasmanian. The number of letters increased 
or remained constant in every newspaper except for the West Australian and 
the Hobart Mercury. Less than expected coverage in the Border Watch could be 
attributed to the size of the newspaper. The daily newspapers that had the 
most coverage of jumps racing were located in either Victoria or South Austra-
lia—the Age, the Herald Sun, the Advertiser and the Standard—or were national 
newspapers—the Australian. This pattern was repeated with the Sunday news-
papers. The two peak periods of newspaper coverage in 2008 corresponded 
with a high-profile incident at the end of June and the decision to continue 
jumps racing in December. In 2009 media coverage also peaked in correspon-
dence with similar events: a series of high-profile incidents occurred in May, at 
which time the sport was temporarily banned; and a decision was made to end 
jumps racing after the 2010 season at the end of November. 
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Table 5. Coverage of Jumps Racing in Selected Australian Newspapers 
between February 1, 2008 and December 18, 2009

Newspaper Total Articles Letters

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009

The Australian 16 42 12 33 4 9
The Daily Telegraph 15 31 15 25 – 6
The Sydney Morning Herald 10 18 10 16 – 2
The Herald Sun 108 291 85 130 23 161
The Age 45 105 38 56 7 49
The Courier Mail 6 5 6 5 – –
The West Australian 2 2 2 – 2 –
The Advertiser 32 53 26 34 6 19
The Canberra Times 1 5 1 2 – 3
The Hobart Mercury 7 12 6 12 1 –
The Standard (Warrnambool) 52 96 52 96 – –
The Border Watch 3 4 3 4 – –
The Sunday Telegraph 5 5 5 5 – –
The Sun Herald 3 3 3 3 – –
The Sunday Herald Sun 21 20 17 15 4 5
The Sunday Mail 5 3 5 3 – –
The Sunday Mail 8 35 8 21 – 14
The Sunday Times 2 6 2 6 – –
The Sunday Tasmanian 6 1 6 1 – –
The Canberra Sunday Times 0 1 0 1 – –

Table 6 shows the relative support for jumps racing across all the newspapers 
analyzed, broken down according to year and type of piece within the news-
paper— article or letter. Support for jumps racing decreased as scale increased—
the Australian was the only newspaper opposed to jumps racing, and the 
regional papers (the Standard and the Border Watch) were the most supportive 
newspapers.

Several observations about Table 6 are worth making at this point. First, the 
position of articles within a newspaper on jumps racing is much more indica-
tive of the position taken by the paper on the issue than the “total” column. 
This is because the majority of letters published opposed jumps racing, even in 
newspapers like the Herald Sun that were generally highly supportive of jumps 
racing. Second, many of the “neutral” articles were simply reports on events 
(for example, the introduction of new hurdles at the beginning of 2009). The 
increased prevalence of “neutral” articles in some newspapers in 2009  therefore 
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cannot be understood as decreasing support for jumps racing. Third, and cor-
respondingly, many of the “negative” articles were opinion pieces written by 
people outside of the newspaper. Changes in support for jumps racing can 
therefore be determined by comparing the number of “positive” and “nega-
tive” articles between newspapers and years with this caveat in mind.

Analysis of Victorian and South Australian Hansards revealed that jumps 
racing support generally corresponded to political party. The Liberal (right-
leaning) and Labor (left-leaning) parties of Victoria and South Australia were 
both supportive of jumps racing, whereas the Greens were opposed to jumps 
racing. Labor support for jumps racing gradually dissipated in 2009. The 
Standard and the Herald Sun both covered accusations made by the Liberal 
member for the Victorian South-West Coast District (which includes 
Warrnambool) and then Shadow Racing Minister Dr. Denis Napthine 
(a qualified vet), that then Racing Minister Hulls of the incumbent Australian 
Labor Party had threatened to disband the RVL if jumps racing was not 
banned. The Liberal Party of Victoria spoke often in support of jumps racing, 
using arguments similar to those used by the media—the cultural and eco-
nomic importance of jumps racing and its capacity to be a safe sport. The 
Greens in both Victoria and South Australia spoke out against the government 
support of jumps racing and asked many Questions Without Notice in Parlia-
ment of the government’s management of jumps racing. 

Opposition to the continuation of jumps racing has come from all sectors 
of the Australian animal welfare lobby. The RSPCA (Victoria) consistently 
called for an immediate cessation of jumps racing, while other animal ethics/
welfare organizations formed a coalition—The Coalition for the Protection of 
Racehorses (CPR)—based on complete opposition to jumps racing on animal 
welfare grounds. The CPR is a national alliance currently made up of five 
animal rights/welfare organizations that include Animal Liberation New 
South Wales, Animal Liberation South Australia, Against Animal Cruelty 
Tasmania, Animal Rights Advocates Western Australia, and PAWS (Western 
Australia). Their position on jumps racing is that: 

jumps racing is intrinsically cruel and dangerous to horses. It is the combination of 
jumping and racing which cannot make it safe. The only remedy for jumps racing is 
for it to be banned. This is our clear and nonnegotiable position. (Coalition for the 
Protection of Racehorses, 2008)

Discussion

This research into jumps racing highlights a number of important issues 
relevant to the perceptions and communication of animals being used for 
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entertainment and sport. Our discussion is organized around the three themes 
of the extent of media coverage of jumps racing; media characterization of 
human-nonhuman relationships; and the extent and process of changing atti-
tudes to jumps racing.

The highest periods of print media coverage followed major incidents and 
reviews of the sport. This spike in media coverage is consistent with analysis of 
media reporting of environmental issues (see Boykoff, 2008; McManus, 
2000). There was also a distinction between the perspectives of journalists 
writing articles and that of letters to the editor. This gap applied to both broad-
sheet and tabloid newspapers. The gap could have arisen for a number of rea-
sons, including that the journalists were aficionados of the sport and were 
therefore inclined to write supportive articles, the existence of an organized 
letter-writing campaign by animal welfare groups to garner public support 
for the banning of jumps racing, or the immediate reaction by readers to 
images of animals being hurt or killed (i.e., the perspective is influenced by 
immediate events, and, while this may be consistent with a long-term view, 
the reader is motivated to write to the editor at this particular juncture). If this 
last scenario does occur, an editor is more likely to publish a letter of negative 
tone because it is on an issue of media salience, which forms part of the media 
cycle (see Boykoff, 2008).

Political coverage of jumps racing generally corresponded to the impor-
tance of jumps racing for the state in question. This included the importance 
of jumps racing carnivals to regional economies and the importance of main-
taining these traditions. Another point made in the media and political cover-
age was the expansion of impacts beyond Victoria. In the longer term this 
included the possible cessation of jumps racing in other jurisdictions, includ-
ing South Australia, but in the short-term there was concern about the viabil-
ity of jumps racing in other locations, given the importance of Victorian-based 
horses in the feature jumping races.

The state of human-animal relations is exemplified by the contrasting 
coverage of different newspapers, based primarily on scale and reading level 
(often a surrogate for socio-economic status) and the contrasting positions of 
articles and letters in particular papers. Newspapers where jumps racing is 
important for the local economy (such as Warrnambool) were overwhelm-
ingly positive in their coverage of the activity, or virtually silent so as to not be 
seen to be opposing the activity (Mount Gambier). The Australian, which has 
a wider area of coverage than Victoria or South Australia, was more often 
opposed to jumps racing than supportive of the activity, based largely on ani-
mal welfare concerns. The high circulation tabloid newspaper the Herald Sun 
was primarily supportive of jumps racing, based on notions of tradition, enter-
tainment value, importance to regional economies and people’s livelihoods 
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and  arguments about jumps racing extending the career, and hence the life, of 
thoroughbreds. This newspaper constructed jumps racing as a legitimate sport 
and made the argument that horses were being saved from slaughter because 
of the existence of jumps racing. The concerted letter-writing campaign that 
focused on this newspaper highlighted the animal welfare concerns about 
jumps racing saving horses from slaughter only for them to experience injuries 
and death while racing. This letter campaign was important in providing an 
alternative perspective to the dominant representations of thoroughbreds lov-
ing to run and jump and being saved from the slaughterhouse—or simply 
being a name, number, and collection of racing statistics and gambling odds. 

This leads to the third of our aims, which was to explore the extent and 
process of changing attitudes toward jumps racing. This exploration necessi-
tates an understanding not just of the conventional media/press highlighting 
the injury and death of horses in jumps racing, but the use of the Internet 
by media companies and by animal welfare groups. The communication of 
images, unfiltered commentary, blogging, and other activities has an increas-
ingly important role in both education about the reality of horse racing and 
the shaping of ethics and values in response to that reality. With powerful, 
distressing images and strongly critical commentary based on animal rights 
and welfare arguments, the impact of antijumps campaigns is now  far-reaching. 
The issue of the deliberate infliction of pain, distress, and death on sentient 
animals has been discussed worldwide since the rise of the animal liberation 
movement in the 1970s. Attention to the pain and distress inflicted on racing 
horses is a logical extension of that movement. Although the RSPCA began its 
campaign against jumps racing in the 1970s, it has taken a long time for such 
attention and demands that jumps racing be eliminated to have a significant 
impact. Our analysis suggests that this is due to the importance of maintain-
ing traditions in thoroughbred racing, the economic importance of jumps 
racing to particular regions, and the influence of political and media support 
for jumps racing (despite the increasing opposition in parliaments and various 
media, as demonstrated in this article).

Conclusion

Jumps racing has a long history in Australia but was in decline until late 2010 
when a new Liberal Party government was elected in Victoria. For many ani-
mal welfare activists this decline in jumps racing was desirable, as jumping 
thoroughbreds over fences with known risks to their welfare is not tenable 
under any circumstances, but particularly where such activity is undertaken 
purely for human entertainment. This study of the media coverage (including 
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websites) and state parliamentary debates over recent events in the history of 
jumps racing reveals a range of perspectives on human-animal relations. In the 
media, these variances relate to the existence of jumps racing in a particular 
state (or more localized readership market), the social class of the newspaper 
(tabloid newspapers are generally more supportive of jumps racing than broad-
sheets, with the national daily newspaper being less supportive), and the tim-
ing of particular events such as animal deaths in a race. The political parties 
also adopt fairly consistent positions: jumps racing is supported by the Liberal 
Party, often supported by the Australian Labor Party (ALP), and opposed by 
the Australian Greens.

The decline of jumps racing in Victoria raises many issues about the future 
of the animals who would have been used in jumps racing, about the eco-
nomic and social importance of jumps racing in particular local areas and how 
these events may be replaced with more acceptable activities, and about the 
future of horse racing generally. Opponents of horse racing argue that flat 
races are based on the same premise as jumps races; horses are being used by 
humans in a way that deliberately inflicts pain, distress, and possibly death for 
the sake of human entertainment. The use of the whip to push horses to the 
limits of their endurance for entertainment is increasingly subject to intense 
public debate and scrutiny. However, jumps racing is in the spotlight right 
now because the rate of death and injury in flat racing is lower than in jumps 
racing. While recent events resulted, after many years, in steeplechasing and 
hurdling reaching the lowest point in their long history, the election of a Lib-
eral government in Victoria in late 2010 injected support and money into 
jumps racing. Therefore, despite the increasing prominence of animal welfare 
and animal rights concerns, we should avoid jumping to the conclusion that 
the demise of jumps racing is inevitable and that there will be a termination of 
all forms of horse racing based on similar welfare considerations.
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