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Culture and Environment in Inner Asia
ed. Caroline Humphrey and David Sneath

Volume 1, The Pastoral Economy and the
Environment. Pastoralism has shaped the steppe
environment and been the basis of the indigenous
economy of the grasslands of Inner Asia for more than
two thousand years. This volume explores the pastoral
economics developed under Russian, Mongolian and
Chinese governance, their current trajectories, and their
differing impact upon the steppe environment. It
includes a unique collection of papers by scholars from
the different sides of the international borders that
divide Inner Asia.

Volume 2, Society and Culture, describes the
enormous social change which the region has
experienced in recent years, due to the advent of
democracy in Russia and economic reforms in China.
The book shows how the steppe environment is not
pristine ‘nature’, but intermeshed with these processes,
and with the distinctive, often religious, attitudes of
the pastoral people.

Caroline Humphrey and David Sneath are
respectively Reader and Post-doctoral Fellow in the
Department of Social Anthropology, University of
Cambridge.

Ethics, Religion and Biodiversity

ed. Lawrence S. Hamilton

Global environmental problems require co-
operation beyond traditional cultural boundaries, and
Professor Hamilton’s timely collection of essays
combines theoretical discussions from a variety of
secular and religious perspectives with valuable
empirical studies of conservation practices, in cultural
settings ranging from the Pacific Islands to Australia
and Southwest China.
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